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Unit 1: Columbus through John Adams’ Administration 
 

Spanish North America 
 
Columbus Crosses the Atlantic 
 
Columbus’ Voyage and its Impacts- On August 3, 1492, Christopher Columbus set sail from Spain to 
find a route to Asia…by sailing west. On October 12 of that year, his crew spotted land. Columbus was 
convinced he had landed in the East Indies off the coast of Asia, and referred to the people he met as los 
indios. He and his crew spent 96 days exploring the islands and coastal waters of the Caribbean. Over 
time, the truth that a new continent had been discovered would result in Columbus undertaking three 
more voyages to the “New World,” and the eventual colonization and conquering of its people by 
European nations. 

 Impact on Native Americans:  By Columbus’s second voyage in 1493, Europeans had already 
developed a pattern of colonization: 

o Conquest through superior weaponry 
o A profitable plantation system 
o Use of native peoples for forced labor 
o ***The most devastating path to European conquest in the New World came from the 

spread of European disease, which native peoples in the Americas had no natural defense 
against 

 Within 50 years, the native Taino population was decimated by smallpox brought by 
Spanish explorers. Their numbers dropped from 1 million to about 200.  

 In the centuries following Columbus voyage, as much as 90 percent of the native 
population of the New World would die. 

 Impact on Africans 
o With the decimation of native peoples in the New World, the Spanish and other European 

colonizers would turn to African slaves as a source of labor. 
 African cultures lost many young and more able members to the slave trade. 
 By the 1800s, when the Atlantic slave trade ended, as many as 10 million Africans 

had been shackled away to the Americas 
 Impact on Europeans 

o Europeans began to cross the Atlantic in search of new lives and opportunities 
 This immigration would be one of the largest voluntary movements of people in 

world history. 
o Competition between European rivals exploded during the age of colonization 

 Treaty of Tordesillas: In 1494, Spain and Portugal agreed to divide the “heathen 
lands” of the New World 

 Spain got most of the two continents 
 Portugal was given land that would eventually be Brazil, as well as territory 

in Africa and Asia. 
 The Columbian Exchange- By far the most long-ranging impact of Columbus discovery is the 

monumental exchange of plants, wildlife, and even diseases, between the Old World and New 
World. 

o From the Old World: 
 Plants 

 coffee bean, onion, olive, citrus fruits, banana, grapes, sugar cane, peaches, 
honey bees 
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 Grains 
 wheat, rice, barley, oats 

 Livestock 
 cattle, sheep, pig, horses 

 Disease 
 smallpox, influenza, typhus, measles, malaria, diphtheria, whooping cough 

o From the New World 
 Plants & Animal 

 squash, pumpkin, sweet potato, corn, avocado, tomato, potato, tobacco, 
vanilla, beans, cacao bean (chocolate), turkey 

 Disease 
 syphilis 

 
Spain’s Empire in the New World 
 
Spain’s Pattern of Conquest- The Spanish followed a systematic pattern of conquest, spurred by the 
three g’s: God- the spread of Catholic religion; Gold- the desire to find new sources of gold and silver; 
and Glory- the claiming of lands and people for the Spanish crown. Within 50 years, the foundation of 
Spain’s New World empire, spanning from Peru in South America up through California on the west coast 
and east through Texas and the southeast all the way to Florida, would be explored and tamed with the 
help of conquistadores (conquerors) as well as a lasting system of incorporation of native peoples into 
Spanish customs and society. 
 
Conquering the Aztecs 

 Hernando Cortes landed in Mexico in 1519, and began to march inland. 
o learned of unrest in the Aztec empire, as well as tales of gold and other wealth in the Aztec 

capital of Tenochtitlan. 
 Was invited into the capital by the Aztec leader Montezuma, and given gifts of gold. 
 Cortes forced the Aztecs to mine more gold and silver, wearing out the Spanish 

welcome 
o June 30, 1520- Noche triste (sad night): the Aztecs attacked Cortes and his men, driving 

them out of the Tenochtitlan 
 The Spanish then laid siege to the city 

o August 13, 1521: After the counterattack by Cortes and his men, the Aztecs surrendered, 
and their capital of Tenochtitlan sacked and burned. 

 The superior firepower of the Spanish proved too much for the Aztec defenders, but 
another factor played a large role in their defeat. 

 a smallpox epidemic introduced by their European invaders ravaged the 
Aztecs in 1521 

 
Building Spain’s American Empire 

 In building their empire, the Spanish developed a pattern of living among the native people, 
imposing Spanish rule while simultaneously creating a new culture. 

o Mestizos- Spanish intermarried with native peopled, creating a distinctive culture of mixed 
Indian and European heritage 

o The encomienda system- To exploit the land for resources, the Spanish used a system of 
forced labor on native peoples 
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 Under the encomienda system, the government “commended” or gave Indians and 
their labor to colonists in return for the promise to try and Christianize them 

 This forced labor was harsh and led to many deaths. It was essentially slavery 
 Spanish missionary Bartolome de Las Casas cried out against the encomienda 

system, and along with other priests, demanded for an end to the harsh forced labor. 
 1542- The Spanish monarchy abolished the encomienda system. 

o The Spanish began using enslaved Africans for their labor needs. 
 Other Spanish conquistadores and explorers 

o Ponce de Leon: Searching for gold, he explored Florida in 1513 and 1521 (*he probably was 
NOT looking for the fabled fountain of youth) 

o Ferdinand Magellan: Left Spain in 1519 in hopes of sailing around the world 
 One of his vessels became the first to circumnavigate the globe when it returned to 

Spain in 1522 (Magellan died in the Philippines) 
o Francisco Coronado: 1540-1542; wandered through Arizona and New Mexico and as far 

east as Kansas 
 Discovered the Grand Canyon and witnessed huge buffalo herds 

o Hernando de Soto: 1539-1542; led a gold-seeking expedition through Florida westward. 
 Discovered and crossed the Mississippi River 

o 1565: Spanish established St. Augustine, the oldest European city in what would be the 
United States 

 
The Spanish Empire in the Southwest and West 

 Led by Don Juan de Onate, Spanish conquistadores abused the Pueblo people along the Rio Grand 
valley in 1598. 

o Battle of Acoma, 1599: the victorious Spanish cut off a foot of each surviving Pueblo Indian 
o 1609: proclaimed the conquered area as the province of New Mexico, with its capital at 

Santa Fe 
 ***Sought to convert the Native Americans to Catholicism by suppressing native 

religious customs. This would spell trouble for the Spanish 
o  Pope’s Rebellion, 1680:  

 The Pueblos revolted, destroying every Catholic church in the province and killing 
priests and hundreds of Spanish settlers. 

 Beginning in 1528, the Spanish spent the next two hundred years settling what is now Texas, with 
its administrative center at San Antonio. 

o The first two missions were built near El Paso in 1682. 
o Numerous missions would be built to help convert Native America people, such as the 

Apache, including the famous Alamo in San Antonio. 
 Missions also served to educate Native Americans in European culture and crafts, as 

well as to secure the Spanish land claims from other European colonizers (like the 
French and eventually the English) 

 In 1769, the Spanish missionary Father Junipero Serra founded the first Californian mission at San 
Diego. 

o By 1823, a string of 21 missions, each a day’s walk apart, dotted the California coast all the 
way to San Francisco. 
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England’s American Colonies 
 
The English Settle at Jamestown 
 
English Motives for American Colonization- Social and economic changes in England caused many 
English to look toward the Americas for a new life. The “enclosure” movement, along with depression in 
the woolen districts of England pushed thousands of farmers off the land, and led some to believe 
England was overpopulated. Furthermore, laws of primogeniture allowed only the eldest son to inherit 
landed estates. The biggest motive for English colonization, however, was profit. Joint-stock companies, 
which allowed a group of investors to pool wealth in support of a colony, in hopes of a quick profit, 
provide the financial means. 
 
A Disastrous Start at Jamestown 

 1606: The Virginia Company, a joint-stock company, received a charter from the King James I of 
England for settlement of the New World. 

o  The Virginia Co. was intended to last only a few years, as they hoped to yield a profit, and 
then liquidate the company. 

o The charter of the Virginia Co. is significant 
 It guaranteed the settlers the same rights of Englishmen 
 Ironically, this guarantee of rights would be exactly what patriots would use against 

the King in their march toward independence 
 May 24, 1607: After months at sea, and being attacked by Indians upon their arrival in Chesapeake 

Bay, the colonists settled upstream on the banks of the James River, and named the colony 
Jamestown for King James I. The colony got off to a rough start. 

o Forty colonists died on the initial voyage. 
o Dozens died from disease, malnutrition, and starvation 
o The colonists spent most time looking for gold to satisfy their investors…and thus 

neglected farming and suffering the consequences. 
 Captain John Smith saves the colony in 1608:  

o He forced colonists to farm with the rule “He who shall not work shall not eat.” 
o After an injury, Smith returned to England, and the colony deteriorated to the point of 

famine 
 The “starving time” winter of 1609-1610: 

o Colonists continued to die in scores, and were driven to desperate acts 
 One man killed, salted, and ate his wife! 

o The colony was finally brought to order by a new governor, Lord De La Warr, in 1610. 
o But what ultimately saved the colony from going up in smoke was tobacco. 

 
 
Tobacco Saves the Colony 

 John Rolfe was really the economic savior of the Virginia colony because of his perfection of the 
tobacco cultivation. 

o European demand for tobacco skyrocketed 
o Tobacco was grown between graves and in the streets of Jamestown 

 The growth of tobacco required heavy labor, and the colony turned first to indentured servants 
o 1618- Virginia adopts the headright system 

 Offered 50 acres of land to any colonist who would pay the cost of transportation for 
a worker 
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 Indentured servants typically agreed to work for 4-7 years, and were given tools, 
some food, and money at the end of their term of indenture. A lucky few received a 
plot of land from their boss. 

 
1619- A Important Year in the Virginia Colony 

 The first Africans in British North America were brought to Jamestown and sold by a Dutch 
warship. 

o While the seeds of American slavery were thus planted, African slaves were far too costly to 
be used in great numbers for decades. 

 Only three hundred blacks in Virginia in 1650. 
 But by the end of the century, blacks (most enslaved) made up 14% of Virginias 

population 
 The Virginia Co. authorized the colonists to summon a legislative assemble, known as the House 

of Burgesses 
o This would be the first representative body in colonial America 

 Included two citizens (or burgesses) from each of Virginia’s eleven districts. 
 Had the authority to raise taxes and pass legislation- subject to the veto of Virginia’s 

English governor. 
 
Clashes with Native Americans- 

 Unlike the Spanish, the English had no desire to cohabit the land with the Native American 
“savages,” led by Powhatan.  

o During the “starving time,” colonists took to raiding Indian food supplies 
o Lord De La Warr arrived with orders from the Virginia Co. that amounted to a declaration 

of war against the Indians. 
o By 1646, the treaty that ended the Second Anglo-Powhatan War effectively drove the 

Indians of the Chesapeake from their ancestral lands, and formally separated Indian from 
white areas of settlement. 

 
Clashes within Virginia…between Virginians- Bacon’s Rebellion 

 By the 1670s, ¼ of the free whites in Virginia were poor former indentured servants. 
o Most lived in the western frontier, and were constantly battling Indians for land 

 The land-starved poor were also frustrated by Virginia’s governor, William Berkeley, and his 
refusal to retaliate against a series of Indian attacks on frontier settlements. 

o A poor planter, Nathaniel Bacon, led his followers to murderously attack Indians, then 
marched on Jamestown- burning the town. 

o Chaos swept the colony until Bacon suddenly died of disease, and Gov. Berkeley crushed 
the uprising, hanging twenty rebels. 

 Bacon’s Rebellions highlighted the resentment of landless former servants against the growing 
wealth and power of the landed plantation owners. 

o The Lordly planters would look for less troublesome laborers for their growing tobacco 
kingdom…by turning their eyes to Africa. 

 
Puritans Create a “New England” 
 
New England’s Puritan Founders- Although King Henry VIII broke with the Roman Catholic church in 
the 1530s, creating the Church of England (or Anglican Church), there were some who felt the church 
retained too much of their Catholic rituals. These Protestants were called Puritans, who wanted to 
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“purify” or reform the church of its Catholic rituals. A much smaller group of uber-Puritans, known as 
Separatists, wanted to break away from the church entirely. 
 
Separatists Plight to Plymouth 

 Fearing persecution by King James, the most famous group of Separatists decided to flee England. 
o 1608: Left England for Holland 

 Lived there 12 years 
 Worried about the “Dutchification” of their children, they decided to try and make it 

to America where they could carry out their faith as English Puritans 
o 1620: After receiving a charter from the Virginia Company, these “Pilgrims” set sail for 

America on the Mayflower 
 Missed their mark of Chesapeake Bay, and finally chose a spot at the inhospitable 

Plymouth Bay in present-day Massachusetts. 
o 1620: Prior to their landfall, the Pilgrims leaders drew up the Mayflower Compact 

 A simple agreement to form a government and submit to the will of the majority. 
 NOT a constitution at all, BUT a precedent for later written constitutions 
 A promising first step to self-government 

 Adult males would assemble to make laws in town meetings 
 
Puritans Mold a Model Colony at Massachusetts Bay 

 More moderate Puritans, fearing persecution, secured a royal charter to form the Massachusetts 
Bay colony in 1629. 

o 1630: Eleven ships, with nearly 1,000 immigrants, crossed the Atlantic to plant the colony, 
with Boston as its hub. 

 The colony was blessed with visionary leaders 
o John Winthrop, the colony’s first governor, believed the Puritans had a duty to create a 

model society that would serve as an example to others. 
 “We shall be as a City upon a Hill; the eyes of all people are on us.” 

 Governing the Bay colony- it was NOT a democracy 
o Only male members of the Puritan church could vote 

 Only “visible saints,” or those who could “prove” a divine conversion experience, 
could be members of the church 

o Eligible males would meet at town meetings to elect leaders and vote by majority on issues 
such as taxes, which were used to support the Puritan, or Congregational, church 

o The purpose of government was to enforce God’s laws 
 
Dissent in the Bible Commonwealth (Mass. Bay Colony) 

 While the Puritans came to America for religious freedom, they certainly did not grant that same 
right to those who beliefs differed from theirs. 

 Several people would speak out in dissent against the stuffy Puritans 
o Roger Williams- One of the most famous dissenters, Roger was a Separatist who 

challenged the Puritan church 
 Challenged the legality of the colony’s charter 
 Criticized the colony for taking land from Indians without fairly compensating them 
 Denied the authority of the government to regulate religious behavior 
 After being banished from the Massachusetts Bay, Williams founded the colony of 

Providence, which would later become the capital of Rhode Island 
 ***Roger William’s colony was the first to guarantee religious freedom for all 
 A charter was granted to the colony by Parliament in 1644 
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o Anne Hutchinson- Taught that worshippers did not need the church to interpret the Bible, 
and claimed God revealed truths directly to believers. 

 She and her family were banished from the colony in 1638  
 She fled to Rhode Island, then to New York where she was killed by Indians 
 John Winthrop saw “God’s hand” in her death 

 
New England Sprawl Leads to Trouble with Indians 

 As more settlers fanned out, several new colonies were created, including Connecticut and New 
Hampshire 

 The growth of the colonies led to conflicts over land with Native Americans 
o Indians feared losing the land and their way of life 
o They also resented attempts of conversion to the Puritan faith 

 Tension mounted for nearly 40 years until war finally broke out between the colonists and Native 
Americans 

o Wampanoag chief Metacom, called King Philip by the English, organized an alliance of 
tribes to attack white settlers 

o King Philip’s War erupted in 1675 
 A series of coordinated attacks throughout New England 
  52 Puritan towns attacked, twelve destroyed, and hundreds of colonists killed 
 The attackers were finally crushed in 1676, with Metacom (“King Philip”) being 

captured, beheaded, then drawn and quartered 
 While King Philip’s War slowed the westward march of English settlement, it also 

proved to be a lasting defeat for the Native Americans in New England 
 
Settling the Middle Colonies 
 
Another European Country Has a Short Run In North America- At the same time the Puritans were 
planting colonies in New England, the Dutch were exploring the Hudson River area, establishing fur trade 
with the Iroquois and building trade posts on the Hudson River. 
 
Dutch New Netherland…later to become New York 

 In 1621, the Dutch West India Co. colonized what was called New Netherland. 
o Its capital, New Amsterdam, was founded in 1625. 
o The Dutch extended their colony by taking over New Sweden, along the Delaware River 

  1664: England’s King Charles II granted the area around the Hudson River to his brother, the 
Duke of York. 

o An English squadron soon forced the Dutch to surrender without a fight. 
o New Amsterdam was renamed New York 
o The English now had an uninterrupted stretch on colonies along North America’s east 

coast, from Maine south to the Carolinas 
 
William Penn, Quakers, and Pennsylvania 

 1681: William Penn acquired a grant of land from King Charles II, as a repayment of a debt the 
King owed Penn’s father 

o Penn hoped to establish an asylum for Quakers as well as to experiment with liberal ideas 
in government…and of course, he hoped to make a profit. 

 Quakers, a Protestant sect that allowed any person to speak, refused to serve in the 
military, opposed war, and were general persecuted by Puritans and Anglicans alike. 

 Penn guaranteed every male settler 50 acres of land and the right to vote 
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 Pennsylvania’s representative assembly promised freedom of religion for all, though 
Catholics and Jews could not vote or hole office. 

 Native Americans were treated quite fairly by the Quaker founders of the colony, 
although as non-Quakers settled, that tolerance for Indians soon ran dry. 

 Delaware was granted its own assembly in 1703, but remained under the control of the governor 
of Pennsylvania until the American Revolution. 

 
England and Its Colonies Prosper 
 
England’s North American Empire Grows- Throughout the 17th and 18th centuries, England founded 
several more colonies in North America, each for different reasons. 

 Lord Baltimore was granted the charter for the colony he named Maryland, after the Catholic 
Queen Maria. 

o Baltimore hoped Maryland would be a refuge for Catholics 
o 1649: Catholics of Maryland’s local assembly passed the Act of Toleration, which granted 

religious freedom to all Christians 
 It also decreed the death penalty for Jews and atheists who denied the divinity of 

Jesus 
 Carolina was officially created in 1670 

o Was created to be a source of foodstuffs to provision the English sugar plantations in 
Barbados 

o North Carolina developed as a haven for poor squatters from Carolina and Virginia, and 
officially separated from South Carolina in 1712 

 Georgia was formally founded in 1733, the last of the thirteen colonies. 
o The King intended Georgia to be a buffer colony against the Spanish in Florida and French 

in Louisiana 
o Leaders like James Oglethorpe also hoped Georgia would serve as a haven for those 

imprisoned for debt.  
 
The Mercantilist System and Navigation Acts- According to the theory of mercantilism, a nation’s 
wealth was based on the amount of gold and silver in its treasury. To amass this metallic wealth, a 
country needed to export more than it imported (sell more than it bought). The key to this process was 
the establishment of colonies. 

 Colonies provided raw materials to the mother country, which in turn created finished products to 
be sold back to the colonies at a profit. 

 To control colonial trade and ensure the success of the mercantilist system to the mother country, 
England passed a series of measures known as the Navigation Acts. The acts enforced the 
following rules: 

o No country could trade with the colonies unless the goods were shipped in either English 
or colonial ships. 

o All vessels had to be operated by crews that were at least three-quarters English or colonial 
o The colonies could export certain products, including tobacco and sugar- and later rice, 

molasses, and furs- only to England. 
o Almost all goods traded between the colonies and Europe first had to pass through an 

English port 
 Another law passed by Parliament to stop illegal colonial trade with the French West Indies was 

the Molasses Act 
o Colonists retaliated by bribing officials or outright smuggling 
o ***foreshadowed trouble between the colonies and England 
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Colonial Governments- By the mid 1700s, most colonies were similar in the structure of their 
governments. Most importantly, the colonial governments were basically allowed to rule themselves for 
nearly a century, a phenomenon we call “salutary neglect.” 

 In most colonies, the governor was appointed by the King, as served as the highest authority. 
o He presided over an advisory council which he appointed 
o He also presided over the local assembly elected by landowning males 
o The governor could appoint and dismiss judges to colonial courts 

 The local assemblies raised money through passing taxes, and wrote and passed other laws 
o While the governor could veto laws passed by the assembly, he did so at his own risk. 

 The assembly paid the governor’s salary for most of the colonial era 
 The participation in local assemblies throughout the colonies allowed the colonists to develop a 

reverence for self-government, despite the fact the northern and southern colonies were 
developing distinct societies based on very different economic systems. 

 

The Colonies Come of Age 
 
Growing Pains of the 1700s- As the colonies grew and prospered into the 18th century, diverse 
economies and societies emerged. In the South, a plantation economy reliant on slaver labor and sharply 
stratified social hierarchy took root. In the North, an economy invested in commerce and trade thrived, 
while a more diverse society grew through immigration and natural production of a society rooted in a 
tightly-knit family structure. Meanwhile, religious and intellectual movements swept through the 
colonies, challenging different levels of authority. Finally, the rivalry between England and France would 
embroil the colonies in a war for survival which would ultimately begin to unite the colonies down the 
road to revolution. 
 
The South’s Plantation Economy 

 The southern colonies developed a rural society based agriculture 
o Plantations sprang along rivers, and as planters exhausted soil, they pushed ever inward. 
o Plantations were largely self-sufficient 

 Plantations in the South specialized in raising a single cash-crop, grown primarily for sale rather 
than for livestock feed 

o Virginia, Maryland, and North Carolina specialized in tobacco 
o South Carolina and Georgia grew rice and later indigo 

Southern Society 
 Southern society was made up of English, as well as German, Scots and Scots-Irish immigrants. 
 Women endured a largely second-class citizenship, without the right to vote  

o Accommodations gave married women the right to retain separate title to their property, 
and gave widows the right to inherit their husband’s estates 

 At the top of Southern society were the wealthy landowning planters 
o Controlled much of the economy as well as political and social institutions 

 Under the wealthy planters, small farmers made up the majority of Southern population. 
o Typically worked alongside family members, indentured servants, or perhaps one or two 

slaves. 
 At the bottom of Southern society was the increasing number of African slaves 

o In 1690, there were roughly 13,000 slaves in the Southern colonies, by 1750 that number 
had increased to more than 200,000. 

 “Slave codes” chained blacks and their children property (or “chattels”) for life. 



10 
 

Triangular Trade and the Middle Passage 
 During the 17th century, Africans became a part of the transatlantic trade patterns known as 

triangular trade. 
o Goods and people were exchanged across the Atlantic 

 Example: Rum and other goods manufactured in New England would be traded for 
African slaves off the coast of Africa. Those slaves would then be transported to the 
West Indies (in the Caribbean) where they were sold for sugar and molasses. Those 
goods would then be sold to rum producers in New England, and the cycle began 
again. 

 The leg of the triangular trade that brought African slaves across the Atlantic was called the 
middle passage. It was a horrific journey. 

o Slaves were beaten, branded, chained, and crowded onto horribly cramped ships. 
 Slave traders stuffed the ships beyond capacity, knowing that roughly 13% of their 

human cargo would perish and be thrown overboard during the passage 
 
“Life” for Slaves of the South 

 Life on Southern plantations could be extremely difficult for African slaves 
o 80-90 percent worked in the fields 
o The other 10-20 percent performed domestic work or as artisans. 

 cooked, cleaned, helped raise their master’s children 
 artisans worked as carpenters, blacksmiths, and bricklayers 

 Slaves found ways to cope with their reality by developing a way of life based on their cultural 
heritage 

o Kept alive their music, dance, and storytelling traditions 
 ex. the banjo, drums, and even mixed African language of “Gullah” 

 Slaves also found ways to resist their condition of forced labor. 
o faked illness, broke tools, and work slowdowns were common ways to reduce their 

hardships 
o some slaves tried to run away, although the punishment of being caught made this prospect 

quite risky 
 Other slaves openly revolted, though slave revolts were very rare. 

o 1739: The Stono Rebellion 
 20 slaves gathered at the Stono River south of Charleston, SC 
 With stolen guns and other weapons, they killed several planter families and 

marched south, trying to raise their numbers and reach Spanish Florida. 
 The uprising was put down with many killed in the fighting, while those captured 

were hanged. 
 ***The rebellion worried many Southern colonists, who tightened their noose on 

slaves through even harsher slave codes 
 Commerce Grows in the North and Middle Colonies 

 Gradually, the North differentiated itself from the South through the development of commercial 
cities and a diverse economy. 

o Fishing, timber, and naval stores- tar, pitch, rosin, and turpentine—along with grain crops 
were the staples of Northern and middle colonies 

 By the 1770s, colonists had built 1/3 of all British ships 
 Colonial cities were also blossoming in the North and middle colonies, becoming the hub of 

commercial activities for all the British North American colonies 
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o Philadelphia had become the second largest port in the British empire, and New York City 
and Boston were steadily growing in population and importance. 

 Colonists embarked on far flung commerce from colonial port cities to trade in the 
West Indies, South America, and as far west as California 

 The Northern and middle colonies also attracted an ethnically mixed population of immigrants 
o Large numbers of Germans and Scots-Irish immigrated throughout, as well as Dutch in New 

York, Scandinavians, in Delaware, and Jews in Rhode Island and Philadelphia 
 Around 90% of all colonists were farmers, and agricultural played an important role in the middle 

and Northern colonies 
o Farms were typically smaller than Southern plantations and grew several cash crops 

 The middle colonies are often called the “bread colonies” due to high production of 
grain crops like wheat and corn 

 
Society of Middle and Northern Colonies 

 While grain crops were less labor intensive, slavery did exist in New England and could be found 
throughout the middle colonies. 

o Enslaved blacks, like their southern counterparts, found ways to resist their condition. 
 Ex. The New York slave revolt of 1712 cost the lives of nine whites and the 

execution of twenty-one blacks, some even burned at the stake 
 Like the South, women in the North had extensive work responsibilities but few legal and social 

rights 
o New England women lost property rights when they married, although laws protected 

property rights of widows 
 New England society centered around the family. 

o Families tended to be larger and the citizens in New England had a life expectancy of about 
70 years 

 
 

The Great Awakening and The Enlightenment 
 
The Great Awakening 
 
Reasons for Religious Recharge- By the early 1700s, throughout colonial churches, religious zeal was 
waning. The loss of piety was found most acutely in the Puritan church. Why? 

 The need and desire to enforce the strict Puritan codes lessened as colonies prospered 
 New doctrines, preaching free will and that ALL humans could receive God’s salvation through 

good works, sapped the religious rigor from many churches, not just the Puritan church 
 ***The stage was set for a religious revival to sweep through the colonies 

 
Religious Revival Sweeps Through the Colonies 

 The Great Awakening refers to the series of religious revivals aimed at restoring the intensity 
and dedication of the church, focusing on emotional spirituality. 

o Started in 1734 in Northampton, Massachusetts by a fiery pastor, Jonathan Edwards 
 Edwards preached that it was not enough to just come to church or do good works. 
 In order to be saved, people need to feel their sinfulness and feel God’s love for 

them. 
 His most famous sermon- “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God” 

o Revivals swept through the colonies from the 1730s through the 1750s 
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 Preachers traveled from village to village, attracting thousands to huge outdoor 
revival meetings. 

 Some churches were restored while others split, including the Congregationalists 
(Puritans) and Presbyterians 

 Other churches saw their memberships swell, including the Baptists and Methodists 
 Significance of the Great Awakening 

o Undermining the doctrine of old preachers split many churches, but also led to a growth in 
new denominations 

o A fresh wave of missionary work to convert Indians and black slaves was undertaken 
o “New light” centers of higher education to train preachers, including Princeton, Brown, 

Rutgers, and Dartmouth were opened. 
o ***The Great Awakening was the first spontaneous movement of the American people 

 It crossed denominational, regional, and colonial borders, leading to a growing 
sense that Americans in the various colonies were a single people, with a common 
history and shared experiences 

 
The Enlightenment 
 
Roots of the Enlightenment- During the Renaissance period, scientists and philosophers like 
Copernicus, Galileo, and Isaac Newton made profound discoveries that challenged the traditional, and 
more drastically, the religious view of the world. Their ideas and nature led to a movement called the 
Enlightenment. 

 Enlightenment thinkers suggested people cold use science and logic, rather than faith, to arrive at 
truths. 

o The Enlightenment spread from Europe to the colonies during the 1700s.  
 Ideas were spread through pamphlets and books 

 high rates of literacy in New England, in large part due to Puritan laws 
requiring public education, helped facilitate the growth of the Enlightenment 

 The Enlightenment also profoundly affected political thought, owing to the writings and 
philosophies of influential European thinkers. 

o Thomas Hobbes 
 The best form of government is monarchy where the main job of the ruler is to 

maintain order. 
 Hobbes social contract claimed that people gave up some rights to an authoritarian 

ruler who in turn protected the people 
o Rousseau 

 Advocated the idea of popular sovereignty- that people are the source of a 
government’s authority 

o John Locke 
 Governments only have authority by the consent of the people 
 Governments purpose is to protect peoples’ natural rights (life, liberty, and 

property) 
 If government fails to protect, or actively infringes, natural rights, then the people 

can and should overthrow the government 
o Montesquieu 

 Advocated three separate branches of government: legislative, executive, and 
judicial 
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 This separation of powers helps avoid power consolidating in one group of 
people 

o Voltaire 
 Strong advocate of freedom of speech 

 “I disapprove of what you say, but I will defend to the death your right to say 
it.” 

o Beccaria 
 Spoke out against torture, secret trials, corrupt judges, and the death penalty 

 “The punishment should fit the crime.” 
o Wollstonecraft 

 Spoke out for equal rights for women 
 Ultimately, the Enlightenment would spread to the colonies and have a profound effect on colonial 

politics, the American Revolution, and the US Constitution 
o Benjamin Franklin 

 Scientist (electricity), inventor, diplomat 
 “The Way to Wealth”- a book about practices and behaviors that lead to 

betterment 
o Thomas Jefferson 

 Lawyer, statesman 
 wrote the Declaration of Independence 

o Thomas Paine 
 Author of the pamphlet “Common Sense” 

 This book blamed King George III for the colonies’ problems, and urged 
Americans to declare independence 

 The Enlightenment coincided with the Great Awakening in the colonies 
o Colleges were founded to train clergy in the rational approach to inquiry 

 Princeton, Yale, Brown etc… 
 
Significance of the Great Awakening and the Enlightenment in the Colonies 

 While the Great Awakening emphasized emotionalism, and the Enlightenment emphasized reason, 
the two movements had similar effects. 

o Both stressed the importance of the individual 
 Enlightenment emphasized human rights 
 The Great Awakening de-emphasized the role of church authority 

o By contributing to the colonists distrust and questioning British authority, both movements 
contributed to the intellectual and social atmosphere that eventually led to the American 
Revolution 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The French and Indian War 
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Origins of the Conflict 
 
European Rivals- The Spanish and English were not the only countries colonizing the new world. The 
French, too, were building an empire in North America, one that spanned from Nova Scotia in the 
northeast to the Rocky Mountains in the northwest and Louisiana in the south. The French and English 
were also longtime rivals in Europe and on the seas, fighting three inconclusive wars during the first half 
of the 18th century. After six relatively peaceful years between the two adversaries, war erupted again in 
Europe. This war would spill into their North American colonies, as the two empires fought for control of 
the interior of the continent. 

 One area of contention was the Ohio River valley, west of Pennsylvania and Virginia. 
o The French built Fort Duquesne in this region, despite the fact that the Virginia governor 

had already granted the land to a group of wealthy planters 
o In response to the building of the fort, the Virginia governor sent militia to evict the French 

 
George Washington Ignites the War with France 

 1754: The leader of the militia sent to evict the French was a 22 year old Virginia officer named 
George Washington 

o After a brief volley of shots between Washington’s militia and a French detachment of 
troops, French reinforcements routed Washington and his men, allowing them to return to 
Virginia in defeat. The war in North America was officially ON! 

 
Timeline of Important Events of the War 

 1754: The Albany Congress 
o Britain summoned an intercolonial congress to Albany, New York. 

 Immediate purpose: keep the Iroquois tribes loyal to the British. 
 Longer-term purpose: promote greater colonial unity, bolstering the common 

defense against the French and their Indian allies. 
 Benjamin Franklin had his “Join or Die” snake published in the Pennsylvania 

Gazette, in hopes of breaking down the distrust between the colonies. 
 Franklin also proposed a scheme for a measure of home-rule for the colonies. 

o While the congress unanimously adopted the plan, the individual colonies rejected it, as did 
Parliament. 

 1755: A series of embarrassing defeats for the British 
o General Braddock, George Washington, and 1500 soldiers were sent to take Ft. Duquesne. 

 They were ambushed by the French and their Indian allies 
 Washington had two horses shot from underneath him and four bullets 

pierced his coat. 
 Braddock was mortally wounded 

 1756: British Counterattack in Canada…and Fail 
o The British unwisely attacked Canada, striking a number of wilderness forts instead of 

throwing their strength at Quebec and Montreal 
 Defeat after defeat tarnished the British army in the eyes of many colonists 

 1757: William Pitt takes the Reins  
o William Pitt became a top leader in Parliament and decided on a two prong strategy for 

victory 
 Concentrate on the vital Quebec-Montreal area 
 Find new, energetic leaders   



15 
 

 1758: The British Gain some Wins 
o A powerful British force captured the fort at Louisbourg after a blistering siege 

 This was the first significant victory for the British in the war 
 1759: The Battle of Quebec 

o After a daring scaling of the cliffs surrounding Quebec, James Wolfe and his men defeated 
the French on the Plains of Abraham outside the city. 

 1760: Montreal falls, effectively ending the fighting 
 1763: The Treaty of Paris ends the war 

o Provisions of the Treaty 
 Britain gains control of all of French-held North America east of the Mississippi 

River 
 France was allowed to keep a few islands in the West Indies, but ceded its trans-

Mississippi Louisiana to Spain 
 
1763: Aftermath of the War 

 Pontiacs Uprising 
o Alarmed by the loss of their French ally as well as the growing numbers of British colonists 

crossing the Appalachian Mountains, the Ottawa Indian leader, Pontiac, led several tribes 
in a violent campaign to drive the British out of the Ohio valley. 

 All but 3 British forts on the frontier fell, and more than 2,000 soldiers and settlers 
were killed. 

 The British eventually put down the uprising, partially through crude biological 
warfare, distributing smallpox infected blankets among the Indians. 

 ***Pontiac’s uprising convinced the British of the need to stabilize relations 
with the Indians and to keep British troops stationed along frontier.  

 Paying for the war and its aftermath would be the next battle for the British. 
 

 The Proclamation of 1763 
o To avoid further conflicts until the peace could be made with the Indians, the British 

government established a Proclamation Line along the Appalachians, and flatly prohibited 
colonists from crossing it. 

 ***The British misjudged the extent of colonial opposition to their expansion 
 Eager to claim the newly acquired territory, colonists ignored the 

Proclamation and swept across the mountains. 
 New Problems for the British 

o Huge growth of British colonial possessions to protect 
o Massive debt incurred during the war 
o ***How would the British pay for this? TAXES!!!*** 
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Revolution and the Early Republic 
 
Colonial Resistance and Rebellion 
 
The Colonies Resist British Policy- Strapped with £140 million in debt, England had to raise revenue to 
pay for its war and protection of its North American empire. This tightening of British policy would be 
met by a variety of protests from the colonists, and ultimately result in outright rebellion. 
 
Timeline to Rebellion 

 1764: The Sugar Act- The first law passed by Parliament for raising tax revenue in the colonies to 
support the crown. Among several taxes, it raised the duty on foreign sugar from the West Indies. 

o Colonial Reaction:  
 Colonists protested bitterly because they had not elected representatives to 

Parliament, claiming it had no right to tax them. 
 Merchants complained that the act would reduce their profits. 

o Parliament Response: 
 After the bitter complaints by colonists, the taxes were substantially lowered 

 
 1765-66: The first contentious act of Parliament was the passage of the Quartering Act, which 

required certain colonies to provide food and quarters for British troops. Then, Prime Minister 
Grenville instituted the Stamp Act, a tax on documents and printed items such as wills, 
newspapers, and playing cards. 

o Colonial Reaction 
 The colonists, led by the fiery Samuel Adams, organized resistance groups like the 

Sons of Liberty  
 They cried out “no taxation without representation” 
 The Stamp Act Congress, a group of 27 delegates from nine of the colonies, drew up 

a statement of rights and grievances, asking for the repeal of the Stamp Act 
 The most effective response, however, was the nonimportation agreements, 

which organized boycotts of British goods by merchants in New York, Boston, and 
Philadelphia 

 This was step toward colonial unity, as the colonists united in common action 
o Parliament Response: 

 Parliament repealed the Stamp Act in 1766, but passed the Declaratory Act which 
claimed Parliament has the full right to pass binding legislation on the colonies 
 

 1767: After taking control of the British ministry, Charles Townshend convinced Parliament to 
pass the Townshend Acts, which taxed goods imported from Britain such as lead, glass, paint, 
paper…and TEA! Townshend believed the taxes on imported goods would not affect the colonists, 
as they were paid at the port. 

o Colonial Reaction: 
 Colonists again cried “No taxation without representation!” 
 John Dickenson, in his Letters from a Pennsylvania Farmer, argued that, “Acceptance 

of any tax would establish precedent for more!” 
 Colonists also revived nonimportation agreements and boycotts 

o Parliament Response: 
 Suspended New York’s legislature for violating the Quartering Act 
 Sent two regiments of troops to Boston in 1768 
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 1770-72: On the night of March 5, 1770, taunted by angry colonists, British troops fired on the 

mob, killing 5 and wounding 6 others. This event would become known as the Boston Massacre. 
o Colonial Reaction: 

 Colonists, like Paul Revere, sensationalized the event to take advantage of the 
heightened tensions 

o Parliament Response: 
 Now led by Lord North, Parliament repealed the Townshend duties…except for the 

tax on TEA. 
 The British also strengthened it efforts to enforce its Navigation Laws against the 

colonists. 
o Colonial Reaction: 

 Samuel Adams started the first committees of correspondence in Massachusetts 
in 1772, in order to spread the spirit of resistance by exchanging letters with other 
colonial assemblies  

 Within a short time, every colony had established committees of 
correspondence 
 

 1773-74: The Tea Act…and a Party! Parliament passed the Tea Act, giving the British East India 
Co. a monopoly on the sale of tea in the colonies, and without the need to pay the tax. This actually 
made the tea cheaper! But it also cut colonial merchants out of the tea trade. 

o Colonial Reaction: 
 In Philadelphia and New York, protests forced British East India ships full of tea to 

return to England with cargos still full 
 At Annapolis, Maryland, a ship and its cargo were burnt by colonial protestors 
 On Dec 16, Sam Adams and 100 Bostonians broke open 342 chests of tea and 

dumped the contents into Boston Harbor. This became known as the Boston Tea 
Party. 

o Parliament Response:  
 In 1774, enraged King George III induced Parliament to pass a series of measures 

known as the Coercive Acts, or what the colonists called the Intolerable Acts 
 Shut down Boston Harbor and placed Boston under martial law 
 A new Quartering Act gave British authorities the power to house soldiers 

anywhere, even in private homes 
 Placed General Thomas Gage as governor of Massachusetts and put 

restrictions on town meetings 
o Colonial Reaction: 

 Committees of correspondence assembled the First Continental Congress, which 
met in Philadelphia in September of 1774. 

 Sought redress of grievances to avoid revolution 
 Drew up a declaration of colonial rights 
 Created The Association, which called for a complete boycott of British 

goods: nonimportation, nonexportation, and nonconsumption 
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The Road To Revolution 
From Words to Weapons- Following the meeting of the First Continental Congress, colonists in many 
New England towns began to prepare their militia. Minutemen openly drilled while rifles, gunpowder, 
and ammunition were quietly stockpiled. In response, General Gage ordered British redcoats to march 
from Boston to Concord, Massachusetts to seize the illegal weapons. 
 
Timeline of the American Revolution 

 April 19, 1775- Massachuesetts: “The shots heard ‘round the world” 
o 1st shots fired at Lexington, followed by guerilla attacks on British troops marching back 

from Concord 
 May 1775: Meeting of the Second Continental Congress 

o Drafted new appeals to the British people and the King....which were ignored 
o Adopted measures to raise money 
o Recognized the militia as the Continental Army and appointed George Washington as 

Commander. 
 June 1775: Battle of Bunker (Breed’s) Hill 

o Deadliest battle of the war: 450 colonists and over 1,000 British casualties, but the redcoats 
took the hill. 

 July 1775: Second Continental Congress sends the “Olive Branch Petition” to King George III 
o Professed colonial loyalty to the Crown and asked the King to stop further hostility 

 George flatly rejected, declaring the colonies were in open rebellion. 
 “I find Common Sense is working a powerful change in the minds of many men” –

George Washington, April 1776 
 1776: The Year of Independence 

o Ben Franklin’s Join, or Die snake 
 Reprinted during the revolutionary war to promote unity against British tyranny 

o January: Thomas Paine’s Common Sense was published  
 Blamed the King for the problems in the colonies and urged the colonists to declare 

independence 
o July 4, 1776: Thomas Jefferson’s draft of the Declaration of Independence is adopted by 

the Second Continental Congress 
o ***Both documents leaned heavily on enlightenment thinkers like Locke and Rousseau, 

especially on the ideas of natural rights and the rights of the people to overthrow the 
government that fails to protect natural rights. 

o Dec 25, 1776: George Washington’s attack on Trenton, New Jersey 
 Defeated a garrison of Hessians (German soldiers hired by the British) 
 This is Washington at his best 

 Oct. 1777- Saratoga 
o Gen. Burgoyne (Britain) is forced to surrender 
o ***This victory for the Americans, along with Ben Franklin’s diplomacy in Paris, convinced 

France to openly ally itself with the Americans.   
 Marquis de Lafayette, a French military leader, agreed to help train the Continental 

Army as well as lobbied successfully for French reinforcements in 1779 
 WE DON’T WIN THE REVOLUTION WITHOUT FRENCH HELP!!! 

 1778- Winter at Valley Forge (1777-’78) 
o With thousands sick, freezing, and starving to death, Washington keeps his army together 

with his leadership 
o Baron von Steuben helps train the Continental Army 
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 1780-81 
o Victories at King Mountain and Cowpens, and the whole Carolina campaign exhaust 

Cornwallis of men and supplies 
 October 19, 1781- Yorktown 

o Trapped by Washington and LaFayette’s men by land, and a French blockade at sea, British 
Gen. General Cornwallis is forced to surrender 

o The war is effectively over 
 1783- Treaty of Paris 

o Britain formally recognized the independence of the United States 
o Set boundaries of the new nation: to the Mississippi in the west, to the Great Lakes in the 

north, and to Spanish Florida in the south 
 

Drafting our First Government 
 
The Articles of Confederation 

 Work on a written constitution started in 1776 
 The finished Articles of Confederation were adopted by Congress in 1777 
 Not ratified by all 13 states until March 1781- Why not? 

o Distrust over control of Western lands (west of the Allegheny’s) 
o Maryland was last state to ratify 
o Congress pledged to sell land for “common good” – create new states 

 
The Government Under the Articles of Confederation 

 Each state gets 1 vote 
 Power divided between states & national gov. (States have more power) 
 National government’s powers 

o Declare war, make peace, sign treaties 
o Borrow money, set standards for coins 
o Establish postal service 

 
 
 
Successes of Articles of Confederation Weaknesses of Articles of 

Confederation 
Land Ordinance of 1785- plan for 
surveying and selling land of the “Old 
Northwest” in order to pay off national 
debt 

 Largest revenue source for the 
national gov. 

Northwest Ordinance of 1787- 
procedure for dividing into 3-5 states 
and set requirements for admission of 
new states 

 No executive branch to enforce 
laws 

 9/13 states to pass important 
laws 

 No national court system 
 Congress could not enact and 

collect taxes 
 *Congress unable to establish 

unrestricted free trade, hurting 
many merchants 

 
Shays’ Rebellion (1786-87)- uprising of farmers, frustrated by tax policies, debtors prisons, and the 
feeling that Massachusetts gov. favored eastern bankers and elite. 

 Led by Daniel Shays, 1200 farmers shut down courts, tried to take the arsenal at Springfield, Mass. 
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 Mass. Gov. appealed to the national gov. for help, but it was powerless to do anything in the states 
 State officials, eastern bankers built an army, put down rebellion 
 *Revealed the inability of the weak central gov. to maintain order 
 *The revolt persuaded 12 of 13 states to send delegates to the Constitutional Convention in 

Philadelphia in May, 1787 (Rhode Island held out) 
 
Constitutional Convention- Summer, 1787 
Question: How to strengthen the national government under the Articles of Confederation? 
Answer: Scrap the Articles and write an entirely NEW constitution 
 
Key Conflicts 
1. Large states vs. Small states- How will representation in Congress be determined? 

 Virginia Plan: Bicameral (two-house) legislature, representation based on population 
 New Jersey Plan: Unicameral (one-house) legislature, equal representation per state 
 *The GREAT Compromise: Bicameral legislature; 

o House of Representatives (lower house)- representation based on population 
o Senate (upper house)- equal representation, 2 per state 

 
2. North vs. South- the question of slaves and how they will count for representation and tax purposes 

 North: Slaves SHOULD NOT be counted for congressional representation, but SHOULD BE counted 
for levying taxes 

 South: Slaves SHOULD BE counted for representation, but SHOULD NOT be counted for levying 
taxes 

 The Three-fifths Compromise: each state’s slave counted as 3/5 of a person for representation 
 

3. Strong Central Gov. vs. Strong States- fear of a national government with too much power versus the 
problems created by the Articles of Confederation 

 Federalism- power is divided between national government and state governments 
 

Federal Gov.- Enumerated Powers State gov.- Reserved Powers 

 Regulate interstate commerce 
 Coin money 
 Establish post office 

 Regulate intrastate (within the 
state) commerce 

 Education 
 Police power 

Shared Powers 

 Establish and collect taxes 
 Setting up courts 
 Enforcing laws 
 Building roads 

 
Separation of Powers- limiting the powers of the Federal government and dividing them into three 
branches 

 Legislative- Writes laws 
 Executive- Enforces laws 
 Judicial- Settles disputes regarding Federal laws 
 ***“Let Congress legislate. Let others execute. Let others judge.”- John Jay*** 

 



21 
 

Legislative Branch (Article I)- Congress writes laws 
 House of Representatives (lower house)- representation based on population of state 
 Senate (upper house)- equal representation, 2 per state 
 Powers include: taxation, credit, coin money, post office, declare war, impeachment, raise army & 

regulated armed forces; advise and consent to presidential appointments 
o *Elastic Clause- gives Congress power to make all laws “necessary and proper” to execute 

its powers 
 
Executive Branch (Article II)- The President and his cabinet departments carry out laws 
***The President is chosen by the Electoral College- The Founding Fathers distrusted direct democracy 
and feared the uneducated masses. 

 Powers: Commander-in-chief of the armed forces; makes treaties (with advise and consent of 

congress); nominate to cabinet and court vacancies (w/ advise and consent of Congress); pass or 

veto bills 

Judicial Branch (Article III)- The Supreme Court, federal courts, and district courts 
Powers: Try cases regarding law of the Federal gov. including cases regarding treaties, involving 
ambassadors, and controversies between two or more states 
 
Checks and Balances- safeguards to ensure that no one branch of government has too much power. 
 

 
 
Enumerated/Delgated Powers: powers specifically given to the federal government in the Constitution 
 
Reserved Powers: powers not given to the federal government are reserved for the states 
 
Implied Powers: powers not denied to the federal government  
 ex. The “Elastic Clause” 
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Interpreting the Constitution 
Strict Interpretation- “What the Constitution does not specifically allow, it forbids” 

ex. No power given to federal gov. to run public education- so that power is reserved for the states 
Loose interpretation- “What the Constitution does not specifically forbid, it allows.”- uses the “Elastic 
Clause” as justification for “implied” powers. 

ex. The Constitution does not specifically forbid Congress from creating a bank, so it created the 
Bank of the United States during the Washington administration 

 
The Bill of Rights- The first ten Amendments to the Constitution.  

 A promise made to get states to ratify the Constitution 
 ***Calmed the fears of people who believed the federal government had been given too much 

power*** 
 
 
Ratifying the Constitution- Federalists vs. Antifederalists 
 

Federalists Antifederalists 

 Favored the Constitution 
 Wanted a strong federal government 
 Federalists Papers- series of essays 

written by Alexander Hamilton, 
James Madison, and John Jay that 
urged citizens to support ratification 
of the Constitution 

 Against the Constitution 
 Favored strong states and feared the 

power given to the federal gov. by the 
Constitution 

 Letters From a Federalists Farmer- 
essay opposing the ratification of the 
Constitution 

 *Antifederalists called for the 
addition of a Bill of Rights 

 
***With the promise of adding a Bill of Rights, the Constitution was ratified by the needed 9/13 states in 
June of 1788  
 
 

Washington’s Presidency 
Judiciary Act of 1789- provided for a Supreme Court, federal district and circuit courts 

 Allowed for a system of appeals from state and lower courts 
 ***Guaranteed federal law would remain the supreme law of the land 

 
Washington’s Cabinet 
 Secretary of State: Thomas Jefferson 
 Secretary of Treasury: Alexander Hamilton 
 Secretary of War: Henry Knox 
 
Hamilton’s Economic Plan- His plan to get the young nation on sound economic ground. Using our debt 
as an asset. 

 Funding at Par: Agreeing to pay in full, the nation’s debts with interest- the more creditors 
we owe, the greater the incentive to see the US succeed 

 Assumption: taking on the debt of the states that they accrued during the war- drawing 
them closer to the national gov. 
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 ***Establishing a national bank to print money, handle nation’s finances- Hamilton 
believed in the concept of implied powers 

 Tariff: a small tax on imported goods to raise revenue and protect US manufacturers 
 Excise Tax: A small tax on a few domestic items, notably whiskey  

 
 
 
 
The First Political Parties- Developed out of differences in Washington’s cabinet 
 

Federalists (Hamilton) Democratic-Republicans (Jefferson) 

 Strong central government 
 Republic led by well-educated 

elite 
 Loose interpretation of the 

Constitution 
 Economy based on shipping & 

manufacturing 
 Supporters (mainly in the north): 

merchants, manufacturers, 
landowners, investors  

 
 

 Strong state governments 
 Democracy of virtuous farmers 

and tradespeople 
 Strict interpretation of the 

Constitution 
 Economy based on farming 
 Supporters (mainly in the south): 

farmers, tradespeople 
 
 

 
 
The Whiskey Rebellion (1794) 

 Whiskey producers in Penn. Refused to pay the excise tax; attacked tax collectors 
 Washington sends 13,000 troops to put down the “rebellion” (4 farmers were found when the 

troops got there) 
 *** The new government’s ability to suppress the rebellion demonstrated its power and authority 

 
 
Washington and Foreign Affairs 

 Washington urged neutrality. U.S. should stay away from permanent alliances (like the one it 
made with France in 1778…), and foreign entanglements 

 Meanwhile, Britain & France were at war, and Britain was seizing American merchant ships, 
impressing their sailors into service for the Royal Navy 

 To avoid war, Washington sent John Jay to negotiate a settlement 
o Jay’s Treaty (1794)- Britain promised to abandon forts on the frontier and pay damages 

for the recent seizures of US ships.  
 Pinckney’s Treaty (1795)- Spain, fearing a US-British alliance, gave US trade rights on the Miss. 

River, port rights at New Orleans, and the disputed territory of Western Florida 
 
Adams’ Administration (1797-1801) 

 France was furious over Jay’s Treaty, and began seizing American ships 
 Adams sent a diplomat to Paris, who was threatened with arrest. Uh-oh. Adams tried one more 

time for peace… 
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 XYZ Affair- Three US diplomats, including John Marshall, sent to Paris in 1797 to meet French 
foreign minister Talleyrand 

o They were secretly approached by three go-betweens (misters X, Y, & Z), who demanded a 
loan of 32 million florins, and a bribe of $250,000 to see Talleyrand 

o Negotiations quickly broke down 
o ***provoked a wave of anti-French sentiment 
o ***US prepared for war with France 

 *Created the Navy Department 
 *Re-established the US Marines 
 *Undeclared warfare at sea went on for three years (1798-1800) 

 
Alien & Sedition Acts- A series of laws passed by Federalists designed to muffle or minimize Jeffersonian 
foes. They heightened tension between Federalists and Democratic-Republicans 

 Many immigrants were active in the Democratic-Republican party 
 Many of Adams’ critics were foreign born 
 ***to counter the “threat” against the government, Federalists passed the Alien & Sedition Acts 

o Alien Acts 
 Raised the residency requirement from 5 to 14 years 
 Allowed the president to deport or jail ANY undesirable alien 

o Sedition Act 
 Set fines & jail terms for anyone trying to hinder the gov. or who spoke out against 

the gov. 
***Democratic-Republicans were outraged! Said laws violated 1st Amendment rights!*** 

 
Kentucky & Virginia Resolutions- written by Thomas Jefferson and James Madison, warned of the 
dangers of the Alien & Sedition Acts 

 Relied on the compact theory 
o The thirteen colonies had entered into a compact, or contract when creating the federal 

government. 
o Because the national government was a creation of the states, then the states were the final 

judges of whether the federal government violates the Constitution. 
 Kentucky Resolution- asserted the principle of nullification 

o Nullification- States have the right to nullify, or consider void, any act of Congress they 
deem unconstitutional 

 
  

The Jeffersonian Era 
The Jeffersonian Revolution- Thomas Jefferson won the bitter presidential election of 1800, resulting in 
the peaceful transition of power from the Federalists to the Democratic-Republicans. 

 Jeffersonian Republicanism is the theory of government was that the people should control the 
government and that a simple government best suited the needs of the people 

 He reduced the size of the army, halted expansion of the navy 
 He lowered government’s expenses and eliminated internal taxes 
 Although we call it a “Revolution,” Jefferson showed the nation, and the opposition party of the 

Federalists, that a transfer of power from one party to the other wouldn’t result in an upheaval of 
the government.  
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John Marshall Strengthens the Court- Chief Justice John Marshall helped solidify the power of the 
Federal government like no other justice in U.S. history. 

 His decision in Marbury v. Madison (1803) strengthened the Supreme Court by establishing the 
principle of judicial review 

o The ability of the Supreme Court to declare a law, in this case an act of Congress, 
unconstitutional 

 
Jefferson and Expansion- ***two ordinances passed in 1785 and 1787 (during the Articles of 
Confederation) provided for the settlement of land west of the Appalachian Mountains to the Mississippi 
River 

 Settlers pushed into the Old Northwest, where Native Americans still lived. 
 
Jefferson and the Louisiana Purchase- The end of our alliance with France, in 1800, resulted in the 
opportunity for Jefferson to purchase Louisiana from France in 1803. 

 Was president authorized by Constitution to negotiate a purchase of land?- NO! 
 Jefferson envisioned the US as a nation of farmers, and saw this opportunity to help that vision 

come true 
 ***He believed the U.S. had a destiny to expand West*** 
 He purchased over 828,000 square miles for $15million (3 cents/acre) 
 This doubled the size of the US all the way to the Rocky Mountains 

 
Jefferson and Native Americans: Jefferson was actually the first president to propose moving 
Native Americans off of their land 

 Indians and whites could not co-exist until Indians assimilated  
 Jefferson worked towards voluntary removal of tribes to western lands 
 Appointed Gen. William Henry Harrison governor of Indiana Territory.  
 Harrison was to stop Indian attacks on white settlers 

 
Jefferson and Foreign Policy- France renewed its war against Britain in 1803, which raged for 11 years. 
The neutral US would inevitably get caught in the crossfire. 

 Britain forced all merchant ships heading to France to first stop at British ports 
 Britain continued impressment (kidnapping sailors & forcing them into service on British ships) 

of US sailors 
 France began seizing all ships entering British ports 
 *There was no way to trade with either nation without a fight! 

 
Following renewed British impressment of American sailors, the US struck back…diplomatically 

 The Embargo Act (1807)- forbade the export of ALL GOODS from the US! 
o ***This resulted in a sharp decline of US international trade, hurting North and South** 
o After threats of secession from New England states, Congress repealed the Embargo Act, 

but… 
 
James Madison elected president (1808) 

 Non-Intercourse Act (1809)- reopened trade with all nations...except Britain and France, our 
two biggest partners. 

 Macon’s Bill #2- If either Britain or France would repeal its trade restrictions against America, 
then we would renew our embargo against the non-repealing nation. France half-promised to 
repeal…we took the bait 
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 ***Britain refused to repeal, leaving us no choice but to trade with France alone…ending our 
neutrality and bringing us one step closer to war with Britain 

 
War of 1812 (the Second War for Independence) 
Causes: 

 Continued British impressment of US sailors 
 British arming of hostile Native Americans 

 
Madison and the War of 1812  

 US military leaders considered Canada an important front in the War of 1812 
 ***Canada was a base of British power and a refuge for American Indian tribes that had resisted 

westward expansion 
 
Tecumseh & the Prophet- Two Shawnee brothers, Tecumseh & Tenskwatawa (“the Prophet”), 
began to weld together a confederacy of all the tribes east of the Mississippi. They were known as 
the Ohio Confederacy. 

 They hoped to stem the tide of American settlers to the Old Northwest 
 Tecumseh urged supporters NEVER to cede or sell land to whites unless ALL Indians agreed 
 ***Congress became convinced that British in Canada were helping these tribes resisting 

westward expansion 
 The US, led by William Henry Harrison, defeated the Prophet at the battle of Tippecanoe in 1811, 

driving Tecumseh into an alliance with the British 
 Tecumseh was killed at the Battle of the Thames during the War of 1812. 

 
Major Battles of the War of 1812: 

 Invasion of Canada (1812) 
 Battle of Lake Erie (1813) 
 Burning of Washington D.C. by the British (1814) 
 American Victory at the Battle of New Orleans (Jan. 1815) 

o ***Ended British interference with American commerce in the lower Mississippi River 
Valley 

o ***Boosted American morale 
 
Treaty of Ghent- Dec. 24, 1814 

 The treaty ending the War of 1812 was basically an armistice (cease fire) 
o Both sides agreed to stop fighting 
o Both sides agreed to restore conquered territory 

 There was no resolution in the treaty to the actual causes of the war! 
o British suppling Indians with weapons and the attacks that ensued 
o British impressment 

 
Following victory in the War of 1812, America entered a time of nationalism, a spirit of oneness 
known as “The Era of Good Feelings” 

 Henry Clay (KY) promoted an elaborate plan to develop an interconnected market within America 
for American goods.  

 This plan became known as the American System. It had three parts: 
o A strong banking system to provide credit 
o A protective tariff to help eastern manufacturing flourish 



27 
 

o A network of roads and canals, especially through the Ohio Valley, to help raw materials 
flow up from the South and West, while finished products would flow in the return 
direction from the North and East 

 

An Era of Feelings, Not As Good As They Were Called 
Although the years after the War of 1812 were called an “Era of Good Feelings,” many issues caused 
contention amongst regions and political factions in the United States. 
 
Monroe’s Administration Deals with Expansion and Foreign Threats 
The Missouri Compromise (1820)- As settlers moved into the Louisiana territory, Missouri soon 
had reached the point to apply for statehood---Would it be a free or a slave state? 

 North wanted Missouri free, the South wanted it slave 
 ***To keep the balance of power in Congress, Henry Clay brokered a Compromise 

o Maine would be admitted as a free state 
o Missouri would be allowed slavery, BUT… 
o Slavery was prohibited in all territory north of Missouri’s southern border (36’30) 

 
The Monroe Doctrine- Fearing that European monarchs would try to recapture colonies in Central 
and South America that had gained independence, President Monroe stated his foreign policy 
doctrine in Dec. 1823 

 It was a warning to European powers 
 1.) ***the era of colonization is OVER. What European powers had in the New World, they could 

keep, but there were no to try and take more land 
 2.) ***European monarchs were NOT to intervene in the New World, and the US would not 

intervene in European affairs 
 
Tariffs Cause Tension- An unforeseen consequence of the War of 1812 was growth of American 
manufacturing and factories, which grew as a result of our self-imposed embargoes and the war.  

 Following the war, British competitors tried to undercut our manufacturers with cheap goods 
 American factories cried to Congress for help! 

 
Tariff of 1816- the first protective tariff in US history 

 20-25% on imported goods, but… 
 drove up prices for ALL Americans 

 
Tariff of 1824- Raised tariffs even higher 
 
Tariff of 1828 (The Tariff of Abominations) and the nullification crisis 

 Raised tariffs over 50% 
 The South cried FOUL!! 
 They were forced to pay for the tariff that helped the North, in the prices of manufactured goods 

they relied upon. 
 
***John C. Calhoun and the Nullification Crisis- John C. Calhoun wrote The South Carolina Exposition in 
protest of the Tariff of 1828 

 It denounced the tariff as unjust and unconstitutional 
 ***It explicitly proposed that the states should nullify the tariff…declaring it null and void within 

their boarders 
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 The stage was set for a showdown!!! 
 
Andrew Jackson and the Nullification Crisis 

 Jackson inherited the tariff problem from president John Quincy Adams, as the Tariff of 1828 was 
passed during the Quincy Adams administration 

 Congress passed the Tariff of 1832, which lowered tariffs, but not enough to appease the South 
 ***South Carolina’s legislature ruled the Tariff of 1832 null and void, and threatened to secede 

from the Union if president Jackson tried to collect tariff duties!!! 
 Jackson sent the navy & military to South Carolina, prepared a sizable army 
 Henry Clay negotiated the Compromise Tariff of 1833, reducing tariffs to their rates in 1816. The 

South was pleased, BUT… 
 Congressed passed the Force Bill, authorizing the president to use the army and navy to collect 

federal tariff duties 
o South Carolina’s legislature dropped its threat of secession, accepting the Compromise 

Tariff of 1833…but swiftly nullified the Force Bill 
 
Jackson’s Bank War- Believing that the Bank of the United States was an agent of the wealthy, that its 
members did not care about the common people, and that it was ultimately corrupt, President Jackson set 
out to kill it. 

 When Henry Clay rammed an early recharter bill for the Bank of the U.S. through Congress, in 
1832, Jackson fiercely vetoed it. 

o Jackson’s veto vastly amplified the power of the presidency, largely because it was based on 
his personal dislike of the bank, rather than the constitutionality of the bill. 

 He then set out to kill the bank by withdrawing all government deposits from it 
o The deposits were placed in certain western state banks called “pet banks” and smaller 

“wildcat banks,” because they were loyal to Jackson’s Democratic party 
o These pet banks flooded the country with paper money, leading to rampant speculation in 

western lands 
 When Jackson tried to rein in the wildcat currency by decreeing all public lands to be purchased 

with “hard” or metallic money, the economy screeched to a sudden halt. 
o Soon, the Panic of 1837 would lead to banks collapsing, hundreds of businesses going 

bankrupt, and more than a third of the population unemployed. 
 
Jacksonian Democracy- President Jackson sought to give common people a chance to participate 
in government 

 Property requirements had eased during the presidency of John Quincy Adams, enlarging the 
voting population 

 Andrew Jackson won the support of many of these new voters, earning the reputation as the 
“champion of the common man” (even though he NOT part of the common people when he was 
elected) 

 Jackson used the Spoils System to give jobs to political supporters, replacing workers of the 
previous administration with friends and political allies 

 
Indian policy reverses  under President Jackson 

 Georgia, 1828: the Georgia legislature declared the Cherokee tribal council illegal, asserted state 
jurisdiction (authority) over Indian land 
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 ***Indian Removal Act (1830)- Congress authorized the removal of the Five Civilized Tribes 
(Cherokee, Choctaw, Chickasaw, Creek, and Seminole) west of the Mississippi in present-day 
Oklahoma 

 Worcester v. Georgia (1832)- Native Americans win their case against Georgia, the Supreme 
Court ruled Indians were sovereign over their lands. President Jackson ignored the court’s ruling 

 
The Trial of Tears (1836-1839)- The systematic removal of the Cherokee to “Indian Territory” in 
present-day Oklahoma 

 ***More than four thousand Cherokee died on the Trail of Tears 

 ***President Jackson asserted that States had the authority to extend their laws over American 
Indian land. 

Texas and Manifest Destiny 
Texas Revolution: The Republic of Texas Enters the Union – Americans, encouraged by the Mexican 
government to migrate to Texas in the 1820s, declared Texas Independence in 1836, after they refused to 
obey Mexican law 

 Hundreds of Americans, including Davey Crocket, rushed to Texas to help Texans fight for 
independence 

 The Alamo, 1836- Gen. Santa Ana (Mexico) trapped and killed nearly 200 Texans at the Alamo.  
 ***Americans, cried “Remember the Alamo!” as they joined to help Texas win independence on 

April 21, 1836 
 
President John Tyler and Texas Annexation 

 Tyler became president when Harrison died in 1841. 
 ***Tyler achieved annexation of Texas in early 1845. 

 
Manifest Destiny- the idea that Americans were ordained by God to settle all of North America 
west to the Pacific Ocean 

 This mission manifested itself in the 1840s and 1850s 
 ***This idea was behind political decisions to annex Texas in 1845, declare war against Mexico in 

1846 (and eventually win New Mexico, Colorado, Utah, Nevada, Arizona, AND California), and to 
gain control of Oregon Country from Britain in 1846 

 
Manifest Destiny and Trail West- The idea of manifest destiny, along with territorial acquisitions, 
prompted thousands of Americans to move westward throughout the 1800s 

 Santa Fe Trail: Stretched 780 miles from Independence, Missouri to Santa Fe, New Mexico. One of 
the busiest routes to the west. 

 Oregon Trail: Stretched from Independence, Missouri to Oregon City, Oregon. Blazed in 1836 by 
Marcus and Narcissa Whitman. Helped thousands of Americans migrate and strengthen our claim 
to Oregon Country 

 The Mormon Migration: The Mormon’s, a religious sect of Christianity, were started and led west 
by Joseph Smith. 

o Joseph Smith founded the faith in New York in 1827 
o Mormons moved from NY to Ohio, then Missouri, then Illinois (where Smith was 

murdered), and finally to Utah…facing persecution every step of the way 
o Brigham Young led the Mormons up the Oregon Trail where they settled their people at 

the Great Salt Lake in Utah, in 1847 
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The Industrial Revolution In the Early Nineteenth Century 
The First Industrial Revolution- The industrial revolution that started in Britain in the late 1700s 
slowly spread to the United States. 

 ***Power-driven machinery introduced into the United States 
 Started in New England, whose economy depended on shipping and trade 
 New Englanders were ready to embrace mechanized textile, or fabric, mills 
 American manufacturing grew during the War of 1812, when Americans had to turn inward for 

manufactured goods 
 
Early inventions help spur industrialization and the Market Economy 

 ***Interchangeable parts, the conceptual breakthrough, used by Eli Whitney to produce rifles and 
the cotton fin, was vital to the First Industrial Revolution in the US 

 Robert Fulton built the first commercially successful steamboat, the Clermont, in 1807 
o ***When steamboats were first introduced, many customers were reluctant to travel on 

them because boilers posed a danger of catastrophic explosion 
 The Erie Canal, begun in 1817, would eventually link eastern manufacturers to western farmers, 

helping a market economy grow 
 
The Market Revolution- As manufacturing in the North and East grew, and specialization in farming in 
the South and the West continued, people increasingly bought and sold goods rather than make them for 
themselves 

 Canals like the Erie Canal, roads like the Cumberland road, and steamboats that ran up and down 
the Mississippi and Ohio rivers, helped accelerate the growth of this market economy 

 Farmers in the west could sell crops to eastern cities 
 New England factories could sell their manufactured goods in the western frontier and the South 

 
Factors that contributed to quickening economic growth 

 Free enterprise- the freedom of private businesses to operate competitively for profit with little 
government regulation 

 Entrepreneurs- businessmen who invested their own money in new industries, risked losing 
their money if the investment failed BUT stood to earn huge profits if it succeeded 

 
The Lowell Textile Mills (Lowell System): A case study- In the 1820s, a group of entrepreneurs built 
several large textile mills in Lowell Massachusetts 

 Soon became a booming enterprise 
 Thousands of people, mostly women, left farms to find work in Lowell 

o Provided abundant, cheap labor 
o For a time, women’s wages were higher at Lowell than other options 

 Work conditions deteriorated, as entrepreneurs tried to increase profits 
o dark, hot, cramped and dangerous conditions 
o ***health of the operatives (females) deteriorated, short meal breaks, 12+ hour days, lack 

of educational opportunities 
 A 15% wage cut in 1834 resulted in 800 mill girls organizing a strike, a work stoppage to force 

employers to respond to the workers demands for better wages and work conditions 
o Strike leaders were fired 

 Effects of immigration on the Lowell system: 
o ***An influx of Irish immigrants contributed to a decline in the Lowell system as the 

immigrants replaced higher-waged women 
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National Trades’ Union- As labor unrest increased in the 1830s, trade unions in different towns began 
to join together, expand their power 

 The National Trades’ Union was formed from several industries in 1834 
 Unions faced opposition from bankers and owners, and courts, but there were some victories… 
 Commonwealth v. Hunt (1842)- The Massachusetts Supreme Court supported the state’s 

workers’ right to strike 
New Inventions and improvements 

 The Steamboat (1807): Robert Fulton’s Clermont- By 1830, 200 steamboats travelled the nation’s 
rivers 

o When steamboats were first introduced, boilers posed a danger of catastrophic explosion, 
causing many potential customers to be reluctant to travel on them. 

o As safety improvements were made, steamboats became an integral part of the market 
economy, their ability to travel both down and upstream helped link the various sections of 
the country together, strengthening regional specialization. 

 The telegraph (1837): Samuel Morse- by 1854, 23,000 miles of telegraph wire crossed the 
country 

 Canals; Erie (1817): By the 1840s, more than 3,300 miles of canals 
 Steam-powered locomotives: By 1850, more than 9,000 miles of track 

 
Results of industrialization during the first half of the 19th century 

 Per capita income doubled 
 Living standards improved for many 
 New goods became cheaper, more affordable for many 
 ***wealth became concentrated in the hands of fewer people 

 
Economic, Social, and Cultural Differences of the North and South 
American culture during the antebellum period- By the early nineteenth century (especially following 
the War of 1812) Americans were beginning to establish a distinct cultural and literary independence 

 Author’s such as James Fennimore Cooper and Washington Irving gained international status 
 School books were being written by Americans for Americans 
 ***Noah Webster’s American Spelling Book (or Speller) taught children the alphabet and spelling 

through patriotic messages 
 
Regional Economies Create Diverse Social Systems- the centuries old economic differences between 
the states, dating back to the colonial era, solidified during the antebellum period 

 ***The North specialized in manufactured goods, and the South specialized in cotton 
 
The North and East- developed a more diversified economy, much less dependent on slavery 

 Industry developed during the Industrial Revolution, especially textile, fabric, and mills 
 Farmers specialized in one or two crops, selling what they produced to eastern urban markets, 

and purchasing what they needed from stores 
 A market economy developed in the north where agriculture and manufacturing each supported 

the growth of the other 
 As the North industrialized, Northern opposition to slavery grew more intense 
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The South and West- The South and West remained dependent on agriculture. In the South, especially, 
agriculture increasingly depended on slave labor, which greatly affected the society of the “Cotton 
Kingdom” 

 Eli Whitney’s cotton gin, invented in 1793, made the production of “King Cotton” more affordable 
and efficient, contributing to the expansion of slavery 

 Between 1790 and 1820, the slave population grew from 700,000 to over 1.5 million. By the 
outbreak of the Civil War, that number increased to 4million! 

 The Planter Aristocracy refers to the domination of southern society by a few ultra-wealthy 
plantation owners 

o In 1850, only 1,733 families owned more than one hundred slaves each 
o This group provided the cream of the political and social leadership of the South. They 

simply dominated Southern life 
o Statistically, more than half of all slaveholding families owned fewer than four slaves. In 

contrast, 2 percent of slave owners owned more than 50 slaves.  The great majority of 
white southerners owned NO SLAVES AT ALL! 

 
America’s Economy at the Outbreak of War 

 Industry in the North had grown during the first half of the 1800s, but… 
 ***Southern agriculture accounted for more than half of the value of ALL U.S. exports 

 

Religious, Philosophical, and Social Reform Movements of the Early 
Nineteenth Century 
A Spiritual Awakening Inspires Reform- Many reform movements had roots in a spiritual awakening 
that swept the nation after 1790 

 Emphasized individual responsibility 
 Insisted people could improve themselves and society 

 
The Second Great Awakening- a widespread Christian revival movement from the 1790s to the 1730s 

 In 1800, just 1 in 15 Americans belonged to a church 
 By 1850, 1 in 6 was a member 
 Helped spur many other reform movements during the 19th century 

o ***some evangelicals were strong abolitionists and antislavery activists 
 
Romanticism, Unitarians, and Transcendentalism- ***Romanticism assumed that human nature was 
essentially good and institutions could be changed for the better 

 ***gave impulse to the widespread desire for social reform 
 
Transcendentalism- Ralph Waldo Emerson, a former Unitarian minister, discovered Romanticism in 
Europe in the 1830s 

 From these romantic ideals, Emerson and other thinkers, developed a philosophy called 
transcendentalism 

o ***Transcendentalism philosophy stressed that universal truths of life linked people 
everywhere; that humankind is perfectible 

o ***the art and writings of transcendental artists gave expression to the idea that one could 
discover universal truths through intuition, emotion, and the direct experience of nature 

 
 



33 
 

Women Work for Suffrage and Reform 
Women and Reform- There was a marked rise of feminism during the antebellum period  

 inspired by the optimistic message of the Second Great Awakening 
 ***Women were actively involved in a variety of reform movements including education, 

temperance (alcohol), prison reform, rights of mentally ill, women’s suffrage (vote), and most 
importantly…abolition 

 
Emma Willard- education 

 1821- opened one of the nation’s first academic schools for girls in Troy, New York, called Troy 
Female Seminary 

 
Dorothea Dix- Fought to improve treatment for the mentally disabled. 

 Also worked to reform the nation’s harsh and often inhumane prison system 
 
Elizabeth Blackwell- Became the first woman to graduate from medical college in 1849 

 started the New York Infirmary for Women and Children 
 
Catherine Beecher- undertook a national survey of women’s health in the 1850s 

 found that there was a great need for reform in the area of women’s health 
 
Harriet Beecher Stowe- published one of the most important antislavery novels, Uncle Tom’s Cabin, in 
1852 

 brought the horrors of slavery into the homes of thousands of Americans 
 stirred Northern abolitionists to increase their protests against the Fugitive Slave Act 
 Stirred the anger of Southern slave owners 

 
Women’s Rights and Suffrage Movement- The reform movements in the mid-19th century fed the 
growth of the women’s movement by providing women with increased opportunities to act outside the 
home 
 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton- An ardent abolitionist.  

 Discriminated against by male abolitionists, at the World’s Anti-Slavery Convention in 1840 
 Stanton and Lucretia Mott were determined to hold a women’s rights convention 

 
The Seneca Falls Convention- More than 300 women met in Seneca Falls, New York, where Stanton and 
Mott composed an agenda and detailed statement, the Declaration of Sentiments, of the grievances of 
women 

 Modeled after the Declaration of Independence 
 Called for women to have the right to vote, amongst other equal rights 
 ***Unfortunately for women, many Americans believed that the resolution of feminist demands 

was considerably less urgent than the cause of abolitionists 
 
Sojourner Truth- A former slave, Truth fought for both women’s rights & abolition 
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The Abolition Movement of the Antebellum Period 
By the 1820’s, abolition- the movement to free African Americans from slavery, had taken hold in 
America 

 More than 100 antislavery societies were advocating Africans be resettled in Africa 
o ***In 1817, the American Colonization Society was founded to encourage black 

emigration to Liberia in Africa 
o Other abolitionists demanded African Americans should remain in the US as FREE 

CITIZENS 
 
William Lloyd Garrison- The most radical white abolitionists during the period 

 Was active in religious reform movements in Massachusetts 
 Started his own antislavery paper, The Liberator, in 1831 

o ***Garrison advocated for “immediate emancipation, gradually achieved!” 
o His ideas gained support in the 1830s… 
o But whites who opposed abolition HATED Garrison- a mob paraded him around Boston at 

the end of a rope in 1835! 
 
***Frederick Douglass- Douglass became an eloquent and outspoken critic of slavery 

 Escaped from slavery 
 Strove to learn to read and write 
 Became an influential abolitionist orator (speaker) 

o William Lloyd Garrison heard him speak and was so impressed that he sponsored Douglass 
to speak for various abolitionist organizations 

o Douglass disagreed with Garrison’s “any means necessary”, started his own antislavery 
paper, The North Star, in 1841 

 
Nat Turner- led one of the most prominent rebellions in Virginia in 1831 

 Aug. 1831- Turner & more than 50 followers attacked four plantations 
 Killed about 60 whites 
 Turner and many of his followers were eventually captured and executed 
 ***Struck fear into the hearts of Southern slave owners, who tightened their restrictions on ALL 

African Americans 
 
Harriet Tubman- Escaped to freedom in 1849. After passage of the Fugitive Slave Act (1850), Tubman 
decided to become a conductor on the Underground Railroad, the secret network of escape routes used 
to help fugitive slaves escape to freedom in the North as far up as Canada 

 Tubman made 19 trips back to the south to help escaped slaves 
 Is said to have helped 300 slaves reach freedom 

 

The Question of Texas, War with Mexico, and Slavery in the Expanding U.S. 
In the spring of 1845, Congress declared war against Mexico, using the spilled blood of American 
troops, who were killed over the disputed Texas border, as an excuse for war. In reality, gaining 
California was part of Polk’s campaign promises, and the western half of North America had long 
been a goal of expansionists. More foreboding in the long run, the issue of slavery’s possible 
expansion broiled throughout the Texas revolution and war with Mexico. 

 David Wilmot of Pennsylvania, fearful of the southern “slave-ocracy” introduced the Wilmot 

Proviso into Congress in 1846 
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o Stipulated that slavery should NEVER exist in any territory won from Mexico 

o Southerners defeated the bill twice in the Senate, 

o Threats of Southern secession, the formal withdraw of a state from the Union, became 

more frequent 

o The bill symbolized the burning issue of slavery in the territories 

The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo (Feb. 1848) following U.S. victory in the Mexican War brought 

out the tension over slavery again. 

 U.S. won California, New Mexico, Arizona, Nevada, and parts of Colorado, Utah, and Wyoming 

 The discovery of gold in California at Sutter’s Mill in Jan. 1848, and the ensuing Gold Rush, would 

deepen the argument over slavery in the newly won territories 

Slavery- The Issue That Just Won’t Go Away 

 The issue of slavery in the new territories was finally settled by the Compromise of 1850 

o For the North, California was admitted as a free state; for the South, there was a 

strengthened Fugitive Slave Act 

o Popular sovereignty, the right of citizens to vote for or against slavery, would decide the 

slave issue in the New Mexico and Utah territories 

o The crisis over slavery was temporarily averted 

 The Gadsden Purchase (1853) would purchase the southernmost portion of Arizona from 

Mexico, for the purpose of a southern railroad to the Pacific 

New Political Parties Emerged Over the Slave Issue 

 The Liberty Party and Free-Soil Party were formed to abolish slavery through passing laws, and 

on opposition to the extension of slavery, respectively 

 The Republican Party was formed in 1854 by opponents of slavery and its expansion into the 

territories 

o It would gain support from both the Liberty Party and Free-Soilers 

A Book Reignites the Slave Controversy 

 Harriet Beecher Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin (1852) criticized slavery, stirred Northern 

abolitionists’ protests against the Fugitive Slave Act 

 Southerners criticized the book as an attack on the South 

 ***The issue of slavery had become more than just a political issue, it was now a moral issue 

The Kansas-Nebraska Act and “Bleeding Kansas”: Prelude to Civil War 

Because the Kansas and Nebraska territories were north of the 36’30 line, they were closed to slavery 

 Stephen Douglas introduced a bill that would allow for popular sovereignty to decide the slave issue in 

these territories 

 The Kansas-Nebraska Act passed Congress in 1854 

o Northern abolitionists opposed it, southerners supported it 

 In 1855, Kansas had enough settlers to apply for statehood 

o Proslavery voters poured into Kansas from Missouri while abolitionists poured in from the North to 

vote in electing a Kansas legislature. 

o The Proslavery vote won, resulting in cries of fraud and eventually violence that saw scores from 

both sides killed 


